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Denver, Colorado, lay 9, 191-!. 

From: Edward Verdeckberg, Colonel, 1 t Infantry. 
To: The Adjutant General, tate of Colorado. 
Subject: Report of military operations from April 26, 1914, to ::l\Iay 3, 1914. 

1. A urned command of the Camp at Ludlow, Sunday, April 26, 1914, at 
10 :00 p. m. At 7 :00 p. m., Monday, April 27. 1914, received orde1 from the 
Di trict Commander to end one Company of Infantry consi ting of 35 men, and 
one officer and 25 men of Troop D to Wal ·enburg. The following detail wa 
ordered to prepare them elve in heavy marching order and leave on the fir t 
train which left Ludlow at 11 :40 p. m., for \Val enburg. Captain F. F. Dowl­
ing. 2d Lieut. E. A. Walker 2d Lieut. B. T. Cha e with 19 men of Company H, 
1 t Infantry, and 6 men from ompany D, 1 t Infantry. 1 t Lieut. W. L. nforri-
on with 19 men from Troop D and 2 men from Troop , "ere detailed to 

comply 1'"ith thi order. Captain Dowling wa in tructed by me to take hi men 
to the Court Hou. e at Wal enburg and report to me at Ludlow on hi arrival. 
Captain Do"ling reported to me from Wal enburg at 12 :30 a. m. 

2. Captain B. H. Brook of Troop C, anived at Walsenburg at 5 :35 
a. m., from DenYer. April 2 , 1914, with 17 member of bi troop and reported to 
me at 7 :00 a . m. I directed Captain Brooks to get the horse and hor. e equip­
ment from the Wal en mine down to the Court Hou e and to be r eady to move 
as . oon a po. ible and await further orders. At 11 :00 a. m., April 2 , 1914, I 
directed Captain Brook to proceed with the two troop. of Ca;-alry to the Wal en 
Mine and make that place hi Headquarter , because we would have a better op­
portunity to take care of the hor e . I directed Captain Do1'"ling to make hi 
Headquarter at the Court Hou e and to give a .. i tance 1'"herever nece . ary. I 
receiYed orde . on the evening of the ~ th at 7 :00 p. m., from the Di trict Com­
mander to take 12- men and to proceed at once with them to \ Val enburg and 
that there ''ould be a pecial train ready for me at 5 :00 a. m., the follo"ing morn­
ing. The follo1'"ing organization were ordered to prepare them elve to carry 
out that order : 

Company A, 1st Infantry, 2 officers, 9 men. 
Company B, 1 t Infantry, 2 officer , 20 men. 
Company C, 1. t Infantry 1 officer, 16 men. 
Company F , 1 t Infantry, 1 officer, 16 men. 
Company I, 1 t Infantry, 1 officer, 20 men. 
Company ~f. 1 t Infantry. 3 officer , 31 men. 

The pecial train left Ludlo" at 6 :00 a. m. April 29, 1914, with the follow-
ing detail: 

Colonel Edward Verdeckberg. 1 t Infantry. 
Major Leo W. K ennedy, 1 t Infantry. 
Captain Raymond B. Long. 1 t Infantry. 
Captain Archie D. Mar hall, 1st Infantry. 
Captain W. B. Lightbourn, 1 t Sq. Cav. 
1 t Lieut. A. M. Chase, Infantry, (retired). 
1 t Lieut. F. S. Doll, 1st Infantry. 
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::\1ajor Pliny P. Le ter and hYo enli:ted men Ho pital Corp.' . 
'l'en Company Officer . 
One hundred t\Yelve enlisted men. 
Total: 1 Officers. lH Enlisted ::\len-1:3:2. 

3. W e arriwd at \Yal enburg Court IIouse where we detrainecl at 7 :30 
a. m. I reported our arrival to General Cha:e at Loni Yille, and informed him 
that a battle between mine guard · and triker · 'rn: then going on at the \\Tal en 
::\line, that the building. on the ::\fcXally l.Iine property were on fire and that be­
fore "e left Ludlow ''"e could hear firing at Forbe . . that I wa. unable to go to 
their a .. i tance becau. e my order. "·ere to go to \Yalsenburg. and that I had been 
unable to get th e General by telephone before I left Ludlo"· to report these facts 
to him, and that I "·as now awaiting furth er orders. ::\ly order.· "ere to clear the 
hill of all trikers at once. I immediate]~- proceeded with m~· command to the 
Walsen Mine, where 1 found a battle in progTess. The Companie were as.·ignecl 
to quarter. and 'aptain )far. hall in the meantime \Yru obliged to get more com­
mi . ary upplies in Walsenbur()' so a to be able to serve breakfast to the offo·er 
and men. In the meantime. Compau~· II. 1st Infantry. at the Court Honse hav­
ing had their breakfa. t. I ordered Captain Do\Yling to report to me with hi 
compan:· at once at the \\alsen ::\line. where I had e tabli heel m:· Headquarter . . 
In the meantime. at 9 :00 a. m .. I detailed 1:t Lieut. l.Iorrison " ·ith six trooper 
of Troop D a a patrol to get information for me on or near the Pueblo road 
near the hog back where the stTikers were intrenchecl and "hich wa: their ex­
treme left of the line. The heaviest fire wa · at thi: time directly in front of the 
Wal. en ::\line from the hog back " -here th . trikers \\ere intr~nched aml 1 00 
yard. from a ridge directly in front of the \ Valsen property "-here the mine 
guards were engaged in battle with the striker.. 'l'wo hundred :rnr ls back of 
thi ridge i. wh re T e:tablishecl Headqua 1ters. Directly in front of me \Ya. sit­
uated \Yater 'l'ank Ilill. Thi. i \\·here the " ·ater supply for the \\ral. en ::\line 
property is stol'ecl and where a po"e1·fnl ·earchlight ,rn.· located. Thi . i.- the 
point \Yhich the . tl'iker seemed an:s:iou to capture . 

4. In looking owr the . ituation on m:· arrirnl. I found that the mine 
guards and the ne\\·ly organized Troop E. in charge of Jesse Rus,ell. Captain 
of the mine guards. were, and had been. holding this ridge for fort~·-eight hour 
without an~- re. t. and that Captain Bl'ooks in command of the 'aya}r~- had 
placed all of hi . men on outpo;;t cl uty. I decided to relifi'e all of the min e guards 
on the ridge with some of Olff o,1·n troop. for three or fonr hours ancl giYe them 
a very much needed rest. I therefor made the follO\Ying disposition of my com­
mand. Company II. 1st Infantry. Captain F . F. Do,ding in command.:.? officer 
and ] 9 men on the ridge to the right of Water Tank Hill. men fiw ya rel<> intenal. 
Compan)' B, 1st Infantry. Captain II. E. In. ley. commanding. :.? officers and 
h-Yenty men to the right of Compan:· II. the :<ame intenal maintained. Company 
F'. 1 t Infantr)-. :2nd Lieut. mith in command. one officer and 16 men to the 
right of Compan:· B, same interrnl. Thi. placed the men along the entire ridge 
to the right of \Yater Tank Hill. In the meantime. 1. t Lieut. ::\Iorrison reported 
by me~· 'enger that he was hemmed in by . triker. and that he needed a :i. tance 
and that one of bis patrol had been shot in th thigh. At 9 :46 a. m .. I detailed 
Company I. 1. t Infantry, 1 t Lieut. L . L. cott, commanding, with :20 men to 
the relief of Lieut. )forrison and Company ', 1st Infantry, Captain ·. G. Nwope, 
commanding. ancl 16 men to the Court IIou. e and to report to me from there. 
Tn the meantime. Lieut. ~Iorri. on reported to IIeaclquarter. with his patrol. 
ha,ing e. ca1 eel from hi . perilous position. I therefore in. tructecl Lieut .. 'cott 
through :2nd Lieut. B. T. Cha. e, whom I had detailed a. my mounted aide. to 
take po:ition on th e extreme right "hich wa: the junction of the hog back ancl the 
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Pueblo road and report the situation to me. Captain wope reported to me from 
the Court Hou e and I in tructed him to proceed to the bog back by way of the 
Pueblo road to the a. i tance of Lieut. Scott and force the trikers back from the 
hog back. At 12 :30 p. m., I received the follo\l·ing me ·age from Lieut. cott: 

ommanding Officer, 1 t Infantry: 

Ha-ve reached Capitol Hill and adYancing on triker who baYe been firing 
on us from hog back ince 10 :15. Send re-inforcement I will take up po i-
tion about 400 yard to right of bog back. 

'cott, Lieut. 

At 2 :25 p. m .. I received the following : 

Colonel Verdeckberg: 

Heavy firing on us 200 yards up hog back. :Major Le ter killed. I am 
wounded, not eriously. i\fy elf and 15 men have been eparated from Captain 

wope-have been obliged to fall back 100 yard to tronger po ition. Will re­
main here. 'end re-inforcement . 

cott, Lieut. 

5. I had previon ly detailed Captain W. B. Lightbourne to the left of the 
line which wa the Elk's Country Club with a very large lake to inform me of 
the ituation at that point . He reported that no one w·a occupying the hog back 
at that point and deemed it advi able to end a force to that point at once. I 
detailed Company :M:, 1 t Infantry, Captain Robert B. Baird, commanding. with 
2 officers and 31 men to that point, Captain Lightbourne . bowing them the way. 
W hen Captain Baird arrived near that point, he learned that the triker. beat 
him to it and arriYed there first . He nevertheless took up a po ition and at­
tempted to force the triker back. At 3 :35 p. m., I receiYed the followinO' me -
age from Captain wope: 

To: Colonel, 1 t Infantry. 
From: Capt. C. G. wope. 

ubject: Report: 

Hogback, ~orth of . chool Hou e, 

Had a harp fight at very close range. i\fajor Le ter killed. Lieut. 8cott 
wounded in head. i\fen badly shaken. Have fallen back to Ea t of '\Val enburg, 
(Pueblo Road) guarding cut. Enemy in rifle pits along the ridge West of 
wagon road out on Wal. en burg-Pueblo road. Need re-inforcements. Ought to 
have artillery. 

harle.· G. Swope. 

6. At 4 :00 p. m., ·1 received a report from Captain Long, who had gone 
with Captain Lazell of the ~Iedical Depal'tment. to aid a man \Tho had been 
wounded in Captain Baird'. company on the left of the line. and who wa at­
tempting a flank mowment. The report is a. follow. : 

Colonel Verdeckberg: 

Gate at Elk: Re ervation. 
Wal enburg-La Veta road, 
Wednesday, April 29, 19H, 4 :00 P. M. 

Baird cannot retire until dark without lo . . of life. Firing i heaYy. On 
the \Tay here met a man with me. age from Ha,-..-kins regarding truce. Brought 
him with me to ~ate near reserYoir. He . ·aid enemy unde l'stood truce. but Yolun­
teered to go to hill to make . ure. He disappeared from ight before reaching our 
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troop ~\t th e time be di. appeared there was heaYy firing ( he c:ani ed flag of 
truce ) . Our men occup~· position half "ay from road to top of hill. Th ey are 
about 'LOO yard · from \Yal. en burg-La Veta road. H eavy firing when anyone 
attempts to cross :;pace. ..lm at gate at resen oir a" ·aiting orders. 

L ong. Capt. 

7. Rece i ,·eel a telephone me" age from General Cha e at l:? :;);) p. m .. that 
I had better remain near telephone that I would probably receiYe orders to cea e 
firing, that the Gowrnor, Hawkin. and be, General Cha. e. were TI O\Y in eomml­
tation in reference to the conditi on. the .triker · "·oulcl baYe to comply " ·ith if 
the order to cease firing "·ere i · ·uecl. Major ohan, the triker. attorney at "\\al­
senburg telephoned me at 1 :15 p. m., that th e GoYernor, General 'hase ancl Haw­
kins "-ere no\\· arranging to haYe order i. ued to me to cea. ·e firing and " ·ith­
clra" our troop. . I asked him what the striker· " ·ere going to do and he aid 
they would cease firing, that there would not be another shot fired in Ilnerfano 
Count;1-, but they \\'OUld not lay down their arms. I told him that " ·hen I re­
ceiwtl rn~- i1i.-truction · from General Chase I wa · almo. t certain it would be the 
urrenclering of all arm.-. H e then . aid he would . ee " ·hat could be clone about 

that. that he " ·oulcl take it up with the trike leader. Don ~I:cGregor. 

At 1 :30 p. m., I r ecei,ecl a t elephon e message from l\fr. IIa"·kin: in Den­
Yer tating that I would probabl~- receive an order from General Cha. e to cea ·e 
firing and that he. IIa .. "·kins, had a talk with Don ::\IcGregor and be " ·oulc1 see 
what eoulcl be clon e in r egard. to the ·trik rs laying clown their arm. . In the 
meantime 1 had i: ued in. truction that the mine guards "-ere to r eplace our 
troops in the immediate front " ·bich con. i. ted of Companie A, B. F, an l II , o 
that 1 would be able to reinforce the right and left flank . At 1 :45 p. m .. I re­
ceiYed the follO\\·ing in ·t ruction from General Cha e in Denver: 

'' That all firing wa to cca>:e for one hour. and to meet and arrange 
with Don :\IcGregor the leader of the stt'iker , the laying do'rn of all arm in 
the po.'se ·ion of the striker. , and report.'' 

9. I i. sued th e nece. ary orders to cea e firing and at 2 :00 p . m., informed 
Don :\'.I:cGregor that 1 bad i · ued order. to cea. e fiTing for one hour and that I 
wanted to be a :med that the strikers ·would lay do\rn their arm. and retire, 
and if they cl id not do . o. I would commence firing at 3 :00 p. m. Af 2 :55 p. m .. 
Don l\fcGregor telephoned me that be bad is ued or der. to cea. e fir ing and wa 
trying to get in touch with the leader: and anange \Yith them to haYe th e men 
surrender their arm. , but it would take some time to r each th em as they were 
scattered all over the hill:. H e thought ati factory arrangement>; could bP made 
and he "-ould like to meet me at the bridge under a flag of truce. The bridge is 
half "-ay between the hog back and \Yal en burg which is in the main road lead­
ing OYer the hog back to Pictou. H e . aid be \\'Ould have two other men with him 
and I wa to haYe two officers accompany me. At 3 :15 p. m. I telephoned the 
above conYersation to General Chase and a keel him if that \rn. sati:factory. He 
·aid it was. H e al. o in formed me at thi: time that if the . triker. \\' Ot{ld not 
agree to .' nrrender their arm. that be would . end re-inforcement · with artillery 
and that the engagement would be r e urned. 

10. At 3 :00 p. m .. I issued order fo r the troops to retire from the firing 
line. Th e troops in the front line were able to do so. Tho e on the right flank 
were not able to r et ire until 4 :30 p. m .. and th en wer e not able to reach :\1ajor 
Le ter . body on account of the heaYy firing wh enever they attempted to reach 
it. 'fhe left flank wa. not able to r etire until dusk. At 5 :00 p. m .. Don U c­
Gregor telephoned me that he wa unable to . top firing along the " ·hole line, and 
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tltat he did not want to meet me until he wa. ab. olutely ure that all firing had 
etopped. I wa not able to hear from Don ~IcGregor until 7 :00 p. m., and a · it 
was getting dark I ugge tel that we have our conference at Iajor Cohan · 
office at :00 p. m., which be agreed to. At :00 p. m., I went to )Iajor ohan · 
office accompanied by Major I1eo \V. Kennedy, 1 t Lieut. Frederick ·. Doll. 
There were pre ent at tbi. conference l\Iajor Cohan, Don )JcGregor and another 
man who e name I did not catch who 'va the leader of the foreign element. He 
aid he was able to talk :Jiexican and Italian and . poke fairly good Engli h. 

There were two other men who eemed to be Americans. \Ye took up the matter 
of urrendering and turning over their arm. at once. Don :JicGregor 'n the 
poke man for their ·ide an l be aid that he ,rn.- unable to reach all the leader . 

and that he had bad a hard time to get hi men to obey hi order to cease firing, 
that he ,rn. compelled to send out a quad "ith in truction. to hoot anyone who 
did not cea e firing. That it '"ould be harder under the circumstances to induce 
1he men to giYe up their arms. Ile 'rnuld ee what could be done during the night 
and that he would meet u again at 10 :00 a. m .. in the morning, that in the mean­
time he would guarantee that there would be no more hooting and no attempt 
made to de troy property in Huerfano County until after the conference the 
next clay. I a keel him to send one of hi men with our detail to get Major I1e. -
ter body which he agreed to do. Don :McGregor reque ted permission to get 
their dead from the l\IcXally property which I agreed to. The conference ad­
journed at 9 :30 p. m., to conYene the followin"' day at 10 :00 a. m. I telephoned 
the re ult of the conference to General Cha e at 10 :00 p. m., and I wa informed 
that the detail arranged at the conference up to the present time ''ere ·atisfac­
tory, and to adYi e him of the re ult of the ne.s:t conference. 

11. ~fr. Ball, A :i tant )'.Ianager of the Walsen, )icXally and other Colo­
rado Fuel and Iron Company preperty, refu eel permi. ion to the triker to get 
their dead that night, but he was willing that they houlcl get them in the day­
light. I therefore reque ted Don ~IcGregor to lrithdraw hi men that night and 
to get the bodie the following day, which he did. 

12. :Jiajor Le ter' body wa brought to Wal. en burg by Captain S'Tope. 
with a detail of two enlisted men and a leader of the triker , in a wagon and 
delivered to Pburph;\' the undertaker at 11 :00 p. m. On examination of the body 
it was found that be wa: hot twice after death. That hi pocket were turned 
inside out, the bra ard taken from hi arm bi wri. t w·atch money and paper 
,-.,.ere mi ing. 

13. It wa. 11 :00 a. m., the following morning before the confer ence wa. re-
umecl at :J1ajor Cohan ·s office. All were present. Don :\IcGregor tated that 

he was unable to tell at thi time ho\\" many men ''ere "illing to give up their 
arm . that the United tate. troop were comin"' in that day at 3 :00 p. m., any­
way and why not leaYe the matter re t until they arriYed. Don )lcGregor tated 
that he had the article taken from l\Iajor Le ter ': body turned over to him, and 
that he burned the private letters and would tnrn OYer the other article to me. 

14. )fajor William. , Capt. Dorn and 1. t Lieut. Ilawk. worth arriYed at 
Wal. enburg on the Colorado and Southern at 5 :35, April 30, 1914. 

15. I reported the la. t conference to General Chase who directed me to 
turn over all detail. to Captain mith. who commanded the Federal troop. who 
would arriYe in \Val. enburg on that day and take charge, and that our troop 
io be withdrawn upon their arriYal. Captain mith and one troop of cavalry 
consi ting of 70 men arrived at Wal enburg at 4 :l;) p. m. I met Captain mi th 
at the depot when the special carrying the "Gnited State troop arriYed. I con-
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£erred with him and gaYe him all the detail · in r eference to the .·ituation and 
condition in the \\ alsenburg district. I al o requested him to receive ~fajor 
Lester ' effect from Don ~fcGregor as they bad not been turned oYer to me at 
that time. 

16. Casualtie April 29, 191-!, at Wal en burg. Colorado: 
Major Pliny P. Le ter. )fedical Corp ·-dead. 
1st Lieut. Lee L . 'cott, Co. I. 1 t Inf.- ,rnunded on top of head. 
Private Wilmouth, Tr. D. 1 ;t q. CaY., Boulder-wounded in leg. 
Private fill er , Co. M, 1 t Inf.. Longmont- hot in mouth. 

17. On April 30, 191-!, the following disposition of the troop: :tationed at 
Wal enburg wa made by direction of the Di trict ommander, and left ·w al. en­
burg on special Denver and Rio Grande train on that date 11 :30 p. m. 

To Loni ville Colorado : 
Company A, 1. t Inf. , 1 officer, 9 men. 
Company B, 1. t Inf., 1 officer, 19 men . 
Company F , 1 t Inf., 1 officer , 15 men . 
Company ~1, 1 t Inf. 2 officer , 35 men. 
Troop C, 1 t Sq. Cav .. 1 officer, 22 men. 
Troop D. 1st q. Cav., 2 officer , 17 men. 

To their home tation : 
Company C. 1 t Inf. , Ault , H men. 
Company H 1 t Inf., Brush and Akron. :2 officer and 1 men. 
Company I, 1 t Inf. , Fort 11organ, 19 men. 
Company D, 1st Inf., Greeley 6 men. 

nfy elf and taff, one officer and 2 men from each organization, except Com­
pany H , 1. t Infantry who had all their baggage at Wal. en burg. were ordered 
to Ludlow to look after their baggage and prepare to break camp. Arriwd at 
Camp Ludlow. Friday, ~lay 1, 191-!, 5 :45 a. m. , and proceeded to break camp. 

1 . Captain Fue1 ter, . S. A. arriwd at Ludlow from 'rrinidad at 3 :45 
p . m., )fay 1, 191-!, for the purpo e of looking over the ituation in the Ludlow 
Di tr:ict. I r eferred him to 11ajor P. J. Hamrock who informed him of the en­
tire ituation. 'aptain Fue1 ter left Ludlow at 7 :30 p. m .. stating that he w·ould 
arrive with bi troops at Ludlow about 11 :00 a. m., the following day. Captain 
Fuerster with hi troop · did not arrive until 2 :30 p. m., May 2. 191-!, and I in­
formed him that we were breaking camp and would leave ju. t a. soon a · " ·e 
could complete loading our baggage cars. 1 told him that we had order. to leave 
camp ju t a. oon as we were loaded and throuah policing the camp. 

19. We left Ludlow at 9 :30 p. m., ~fay 2. 191-!, in h'm . ections. The fir t 
ection con i ted of . even coache . two baggaae and one freight car . A.rriYed in 

Denver , unday, 1Iay 3. 191-!. at 7 :00 a. m .. '"here we detrained and marcherl to 
th e Armory at 26th and Curtis treets for me· . where I reported to General 
Chase and '"a relieYed from dut~T. 

( igned ) Edward Yerdeckberg, 
Col. 1. t Inf., ~. G. C .. 

Commanding. 


